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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: AEROAMERICA GENERAL MANAGER AND 
CHIEF PILOT RESIGN 

REF: BONN 4134 

1 . RUDY HAHN, GENERAL MANAGER OF AEROAMERICA IN 
BERLIN, VISITED EMBASSY CIVAIRATT APRIL 15 TO REPORT 
THAT HE WAS RESIGNING FROM AEROAMERICA AND HIS REASONS 
FOR SO DOING. HE PRESENTED COPIES OF TELEXS BETWEEN 
THE BERLIN OFFICE AND THE SEATTLE HEADQUARTERS OF 
AEROAMERICA TO DOCUMENT HIS REMARKS. ONE TELEX IS 
FROM BERLIN AND OBJECTS TO A SEATTLE INSTRUCTION FOR 
TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM BERLIN TO SEATTLE BECAUSE THE 
MONEY WAS NEEDED TO MEET OBLIGATIONS OF THE BERLIN 
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OPERATION. THE OTHER IS FROM JUNE EISENBERG, DESCRIBED 
AS OWNER. SECRETARY OF AEROAMERICA, INFORMING THE 
BERLIN OFFICE THAT THEIR AUTHORIZATION TO DRAW CHECKS 
ON A BERLIN BANK HAD BEEN CANCELLED PENDING THE 
ARRIVAL IN BERLIN OF AEROAMERICA VICE PRESIDENT FOR 
FINANCIAL MATTERS NEESE. NEESE WAS TO EXAMINE THE 
ACCOUNTS OF THE BERLIN OFFICE WITH A VIEW TO BRINGING 
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THE "BERLIN SITUATION INTO LINE WITH THE OVER-ALL 
ECONOMIC POLICY OF AEROAMERICA. THE MESSAGE ALSO 
SAYS THAT "IT IS OUR INTENTION TO KEEP CREDIT 
RELATIONS IN BERLIN IN ORDERLY FASHION. HOWEVER. THE 
ENTIRE HEALTH OF THE COMPANY MUST BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT." 
NEESE SUBSEQUENTLY CAME TO BERLIN AND ARRANGED TO 
TRANSFER THE FINANCIAL FUNCTION FOR THE BERLIN OPERA- 
TIONS TO SEATTLE. 

2. HAHN INDICATED THAT HE WAS RESIGNING BECAUSE 

HE COULD NOT WORK WITH THIS ARRANGEMENT. HE CONSIDERS 
THAT, IF HE DOES NOT HAVE AUTHORITY TO CONTROL EXPEND- 
ITURES, AEROAMERICA SEATTLE CANNOT BE RELIED UPON TO 
MEET ITS OBLIGATIONS IN BERLIN. EXPENDITURES ARE 
ESPECIALLY HIGH NOW AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SUMMER SEA- 
SON, AND HAHN IS UNWILLING TO UNDERTAKE THESE OBLIGA- 
TIONS WITHOUT AN ASSURANCE HE WILL BE ABLE TO MEET 
THEM. HAHN SAID AEROAMERICA'S CHIEF PILOT, CAPTAIN 
DIANA HAD ALSO RESIGNED, LESS THAN A YEAR AFTER THE 
RESIGNATION OF HIS PREDECESSOR. ACCORDING TO HAHN, 

BOTH RESIGNATIONS WERE BECAUSE OF THE FEELINGS ON THE 
PART OF THE CHIEF PILOTS THAT THE COMPANY WAS BEING 
MISMANAGED. 

3. COMMENT: THIS LATEST EPISODE IN THE CONTINUING 
CRISIS OF AEROAMERICA IS A CAUSE FOR SOME CONCERN. 

THE FACT THAT PAYING OF BILLS WILL NOW TAKE PLACE IN 
SEATTLE DOES NOT NECESSARILY MEAN THAT BILLS WILL NOT 
BE PAID. HOWEVER, IF THE ACCOUNTS OF AEROAMERICA 
BERLIN PERSONNEL OF PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS BY SEATTLE TO 
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TRANSFER NEEDED FUNDS FROM BERLIN FOR OTHER AEROAMERICA 
PURPOSES ARE VALID, IT IS DISTURBING THAT THE BERLIN 
OFFICE WILL NO LONGER BE IN A POSITION TO BLOCK SUCH 
TRANSFERS. WE INTEND TO WRITE TO AEROAMERICA PRESIDENT 
JOEL EISENBERG TO EXPRESS OUR CONCERN AND ASK FOR 
ASSURANCES THAT THE BERLIN OPERATION WILL NOT BE 
TAPPED EXCESSIVELY FOR AEROAMERICA'S OTHER OPERATIONS. 

4. IT WOULD BE USEFUL IF FAA COULD EXERT SOME MONITOR 
ING OF HOW AEROAMERICA IS KEEPING UP WITH THE OBLIGA- 
TIONS OF ITS BERLIN OPERATION. WE HAVE CHECKED 
INFORMALLY WITH AN OFFICER FROM FAA BRUSSELS AND UNDER- 
STAND THERE IS LITTLE FAA CAN DO ABOUT HOW AEROAMERICA 
HANDLES ITS FUNDS, BUT HOPE THE QUESTION CAN BE 
EXPLORED FURTHER. 

ACTION REQUESTED: DEPARTMENT IS REQUESTED TO EXPLORE 
WITH FAA POSSIBILITY OF MONITORING AEROAMERICA'S BILL- 
PAYING IN SOME WAY. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

STOESSEL 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MONITORING, ACCOUNTS, BANKRUPTCIES, PERSONNEL RESIGNATIONS, BERLIN AIR ACCESS, AIRCRAFT PILOTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 18-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BONN06646 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 34-0341 
Format: TEL 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770448/aaaabpod.tel 

Line Count: 117 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 43cacba3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 BONN 4134 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2779985 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CIVAIR: AEROAMERICA GENERAL MANAGER AND CHIEF PILOT RESIGN 
TAGS: EAIR, WB, GE, FAA, AEROAMERICA, (HAHN, RUDY) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/43cacba3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



